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Revised Vision
Over the plan period, Carnforth will maintain sustainable patterns of development through conserving
and enhancing the qualities of the built, natural and historic environment by promoting development
which reflects the distinct local character areas and encouraging well connected green infrastructure
networks.
Cohesive, sustainable transport links will have helped to reduce air pollution in the area supporting active
and healthy communities. Together with improvements to pedestrian and cycling links in the area, many
more residents, visitors and working in Carnforth have an efficient alternative to car-based travel.
New growth will meet local needs and will allow Carnforth to become more self-sufficient; with increased
support of local tourism, enterprise and community lead events.

Revised Objectives
•

The character and setting of Carnforth’s conservation area, statutory listed heritage assets and locally
listed heritage assets are protected by fostering a high-quality design approach which promotes
design innovation and reinforces the distinct local character areas of Carnforth.

•

Support initiatives to encourage tourism which will enhance the local economy and seek to retain and
create local enterprises.

•

To retain, enhance and provide new pedestrian and cycling provision within Carnforth and the
surrounding area, to provide seamless integration with the existing urban areas, public transport links
and green spaces to encourage a reduction in car-based travel and associated air pollution.

•

To support sustainable development which reflects housing needs and preferences of the local
community–considering affordability, type and mix and the use of previously developed land. The
size, density and design of these dwellings should reflect the character of Carnforth.

•

To support the growth of employment uses within Carnforth, including supporting diversification of
employment types within Carnforth.

•

Existing habitats and green infrastructure networks are protected and enhanced through sensitive
development to encourage local habitat improvement and creation.

•

New development should plan for and mitigate climate change.

•

To promote, preserve and support opportunities for community events.

Draft Policy Themes
Theme
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Possible content
• Proposals for new development should demonstrate how they
respond to the local character and built form expressed through scale
and massing of development as well as use of materials and
landscaping. The height and density of new development will reflect
the existing built form. New development should help contribute to
an improved quality of place with provision of good walking and
cycling routes, building frontages that align with the existing built
form and overlook the street clearly defining public and private realm.
In particular:
Local design criteria to be inserted here following from design code
work.
• Development affecting designated heritage assets.
• Potential to build on more specific policy support for individual assets
(using evidence provide through the baseline/ character
assessment).
• Non designated asset policy (using evidence from the
baseline/character assessment)
• Designate Local Green spaces (create an open space inventory as part
of the baseline/ character assessment). These areas will be given long
term protection and proposals for development which is not ancillary
to the use of the land for recreational purposes will be resisted.
Planning applications for development of ancillary uses on the Local
Green Spaces will only be permitted in very special circumstances.
• Defining the cultural assets in Carnforth and priortising the protection
for existing assets.
• Explore demand for visitor accommodation in the town and impact of
the development in the surrounding area
• Proposals for the improvement or development of small-scale leisure
and tourism facilities will be supported providing that:
- The scale, massing and design reflects the existing character of the
area
- There is no unacceptable harm to the amenity of residents
- It is well connected to public transport links and the traffic impact
is not significant
Suggested Projects:
• Creation of a marketing plan for tourism and leisure
• Proposals for new local services should be located within the defined
Local Centre (as per Proposals Map)
• Shop fronts/ advertisements- local design criteria can be added here
following from the design code work

•
•
•

Sustainable
Residential
Development

•
•
•

Infrastructure,
•
transport and Air
quality
Promoting
•
sustainable
transport

Climate Change

Delivering,
Monitoring and
review

Applications for employment uses in established employment areas
are welcome.
Opportunities that diversify the employment offer should be
encouraged.
Outside established employment areas, applications for employment
uses should demonstrate that they are compatible with neighbouring
uses and do not cause harm to residential amenity.
Promoting development within the settlement boundary;
Making best use of previously developed land;
Locating development as close as possible to the existing built-up area
and services, including sustainable links to the transport network.
Specific projects relating to the AQMA/reinstatement of mainline
train services?

Proposals for development will be required to support measures that
promote and encourage active travel. This includes provision of good
walking and cycle routes in proposed developments that are safe,
well-connected, direct and convenient. These should link with existing
walking and cycle route provision.
• New major development to include ‘mobility as service’ or ‘E-vehicle’
charging and docking points.
Suggested Project:
• Improving A6/Market Street to include safe/segregated cycle
lanes with suitable pedestrian crossing.
• Development being encouraged to meet high standards of
sustainability through consideration of the highest ‘BREEAM’
standards, Home Quality Mark and ‘Passivhaus’ standards.
• List of projects to be funded by developer contributions including CIL.
• Monitoring Framework of the Neighbourhood Plan and its policies
• Frequency and triggering of NDP Review
• Where development projects trigger the requirement for CIL
payments and or section 106 agreements these will be made in
accordance with Lancaster’s adopted guidance or any subsequent
updates to this.
• The neighbourhood portion of CIL funding payable to Lancaster City
Council resulting from development in Carnforth should be used to
help support the delivery of the projects outlined in the
neighbourhood plan which include:
- Add additional projects here

