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CARNFORTH EXPRESS  

JUBILEE SPECIAL 
Carnforth Town Council – Working for  you                           July & August 2022 

Carnforth celebrated Queen and community in style! 
Carnforth Town Council was delighted to host the Carnforth Big 

Jubilee Weekend – Thursday 2nd to 5th June - to honour Her 

Majesty the Queen's 70 years' service as our Monarch and Head of 

the Commonwealth, and to celebrate the Carnforth community.   

The celebrations started on Thursday with a special proclamation 

by the Town Crier.  That evening crowds were treated to 

entertainment, music, community choirs and fairground rides 

before a torch relay around Carnforth High School by 

representatives from selected community groups, together with 

the Town Clerk.  The evening ended with the torch being handed 

over to Linda Denby, founder of Carnforth Wombles, to light the 

Jubilee Beacon at 9:45pm – along with more than 3,000 others 

across the country.  Carnforth Community Choir and St John’s Hospice Choir jointly sang a 

song especially written for the occasion.  A really good night!   

After a very wet morning on Friday, a Community Sports Day for all the family was enjoyed 

with a variety of ‘traditional’ sports day activities, eight table football games running 

simultaneously, funfair, pizza and ice cream! 

On Saturday, lower Market Street and the War Memorial Gardens were the location for The 

Big Jubilee Lunch.  Hundreds turned up in glorious sunshine to share ‘friendship, food and 

fun’ – our theme of the day.   

The town was transformed into a sea of red, white and blue and everyone had a fantastic 

time enjoying several excellent local musicians and performers and the stunning Northern 

Heights Dance and Aerial group who wowed the crowds with their performances throughout 

the day.  Beyond Radio were also on hand providing great music, interviews and banter! 

Visitors enjoyed a choice of quality foods – whether or not they arrived with their own picnic 

– and a wide variety of craft stalls.  The Town Mayor, Chris Smith, and David Morris MP 

judged the best Crown – with joint winners being two children who entered the competition.  

It was a truly brilliant day that exceeded all our expectations.   

 



2 | P a g e  
 

Finally, on Sunday 5th June there was a 

commemorative parade and service to celebrate 

the Queen’s unique reign.   

Local community groups were led off by the Town 

Mayor from upper Market Street to North Road, 

New Street and the War Memorial Gardens where 

the crowds enthusiastically waved their flags and 

enjoyed an impromptu performance by Northern 

Heights before a special service was held in the 

rain – well it wouldn’t have been the Britain we 

love without it! 

After months of planning and organising and four 

full days in which Council staff, Councillors and 

volunteers supported the Big Jubilee Weekend, 

the Town Mayor, Chris Smith said ‘The Carnforth 

Big Jubilee Weekend was, without doubt, the most 

ambitious project ever undertaken by Carnforth 

Town Council.  With limited resources we think that the town truly paid tribute to the 

incredible reign of the Queen over 70 years whilst celebrating our fantastic Carnforth 

community through sharing, friendship and fun.   

The Town Council - led by Councillor Malcolm Watkins and the Clerk, Bob Bailey –  local 

community groups and businesses all worked together with great success to deliver events over 

the extended bank holiday that showcased what a small but close-knit community like ours 

can achieve when it sets its collective mind to doing something really special.   

We are also grateful to Lancaster City Council, North West Private Ambulance Liaison Services 

(NWPALS) and Tech-Hub Ltd, based in Carnforth, for their exemplary support.   

The Carnforth Big Jubilee Weekend will live long in the memory, and we are justifiably proud 

of what we have been able to achieve.   

Bob Bailey, Proper Officer 
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Pupils handed commemorative Platinum Jubilee memorabilia 

In the days following the Carnforth Big Jubilee 

weekend, the Town Mayor, Councillor 

Malcolm Watkins and Bob Bailey, Proper 

Officer, visited Carnforth Community Primary, 

Christchurch Primary and Our Lady of Lourdes 

Catholic Primary schools to present Platinum 

Jubilee memorabilia. 

Children were given the opportunity to ask 

questions which covered the Queen’s 70 year 

reign: What does Carnforth Town Council do?  

Can we get involved?  And, most popular of 

all -How old is the Town Mayor! 

Coins were given to all children at Our Lady of 

Lourdes and Christchurch, with some being 

left for children not at school on that day.   

At Carnforth Community Primary, Key Stage 2 

pupils were given the option to have a 

Platinum Jubilee water bottle or a coin. 

 

A big THANK YOU from the Town Mayor:  As the dust settles on an amazing 

start to my year as Town Mayor, I wanted to take a moment to reflect on the two recent 

fabulous community events: the Carnforth Big Jubilee Weekend and the Carnforth Carnival.  

Both events drew on the best that Carnforth has to offer: 

community spirit, a willingness to make things happen 

and a desire to come together as the Carnforth family.  

It is easy to forget, as we enjoy these events, just how 

much hard work goes into their organisation and I 

wanted to take this opportunity to thank everyone for 

their help and involvement.  

So – here is a HUGE THANK YOU to everyone who made 

the events possible: the planners; organisers on the day; 

volunteers; our businesses and everyone who attended.  

Without your support these events could not take place 

and Carnforth would be a much poorer place as a result.   

Highfield Fisheries Staff  
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Barclays bosses urged to reconsider closure of local branch 

The branch is set to shut its 

doors for the final time on 

October 13th, with the bank 

blaming a significant drop in 

customers using it.  Barclays 

claim just 41 regular 

customers use the Carnforth 

branch exclusively for 

banking and do not interact 

with the bank in other ways. 

They say that there has been 

a 34% reduction in counter 

transactions in the last two 

years, while 85% of 

customers also use bank via 

different methods. 

Barclays state that they will 

remain active in the 

community and are currently 

looking for a suitable 

location where staff can still support customers who still require a face-to-face service. 

Councillor Jim Grisenthwaite on behalf of Carnforth said it was another blow for the town: 

‘’The announcement will leave the town without any face-to-face banking facilities and 

another empty retail premises on Market Street. 

Carnforth, like many other towns of similar size, has been slowly recovering from the effects of 

the Covid pandemic.  This news therefore comes as a body blow not only to local businesses 

but also to the many elderly and disadvantaged residents, from Carnforth and from 

surrounding villages, who do not have access to internet banking. 

The news will also increase the pressure on the town’s post office which already experiences 

queuing at certain times of the day. 

While we welcome the news that Barclays will endeavour to maintain a presence in the 

community by using a banking van that will call in the town at certain times, this is surely just 

another example of managed decline.  In the fullness of time no doubt this too will be 

withdrawn on the grounds that levels of use do not justify the expense. 

The relentless march of the corporate banking organisations towards online services at the 

expense of local branches should not be regarded as the inevitable advance of technology over 

out-dated forms of business practice.  The ordinary person may prefer to do business with 

another human being rather than wait endlessly in a telephone queue or deal online with a 

faceless robot. 

Perhaps as corporate banking profits generally continue to increase year-on-year, their boards 

of directors may one day realise that however they dress up their products, there is no 

satisfactory replacement for a friendly professional presence on the street corner. 

For that reason, Carnforth Town Council is opposed to the closure of Barclays Carnforth branch 

and urges the bank to reconsider its decision because of the detrimental effect this will have on 

the residents, businesses and economy of our town.’’ 

Bob Bailey, Proper Officer  
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Historical items returned to the town after 50 years!   

Four historic items that relate to the days when Carnforth was administered by its own Urban 

District Council have been returned to the town after almost 50 years. 

The artefacts, which include a magnificent royal coat of arms made from wood and papier 

mâché, were rescued from destruction in 1974 by Peter Docton, then a young local dentist, 

who was moving into premises recently vacated by Carnforth UDC in Market Street, 

Carnforth. 

Carnforth UDC was a victim of the 1974 reorganisation of local government in England and 

Wales.  All Urban and Rural District Councils were abolished and most of their powers and 

responsibilities were taken on by new district councils.  In the case of Carnforth, the new 

authority was Lancaster City Council. 

Mr Docton, who is now retired and lives in Gressingham, recalled how he went to inspect the 

old council offices prior to moving his practice in and found a quantity of papers and office 

furniture that had been abandoned.  He asked his new landlords, Lancaster City Council, to 

arrange for the material to be removed not realising that more substantial items were stored 

in upstairs rooms.  

The Council workmen duly arrived, removed the contents of the various rooms and reported 

to Mr Docton that most of the items had been taken straight to the old landfill tip near 

Warton.  Curious as to what had gone to the tip, Mr Docton hurried there to find the royal 

crest that had previously hung in the UDC Council Chamber and several other items 

including a framed photograph of a former chairman of the UDC; an official certificate dated 

1942 showing that Carnforth had raised sufficient funds to pay for two tanks, presumably 

ready for the coming battle of El Alamein, and another framed certificate, dated 1951, from 

the National Playing Fields Association’s president, the Duke of Edinburgh, revealing that 

Carnforth had raised more money for the Association per head of population than any other 

town in Lancashire! 

Mr Docton retrieved the items and took them home thinking he would look for a suitable 

home for them in due course.  After almost 50 years, Mr Docton’s wife, who had grown tired 

of the items sitting in a corner of their sitting room, suggested that perhaps now was an 

appropriate time to find that alternative suitable home! 

Councillor Jim Grisenthwaite of Carnforth Town Council, who brought the items back to 

Carnforth, said: 
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‘Following an exchange of 

telephone calls between Carnforth 

Town Council, Councillor Peter 

Yates of Lancaster City Council 

and Mr Docton himself, the items 

were collected and are now back in 

Carnforth where they can be seen 

at the Civic Hall.  A part of the 

town’s history has been repatriated 

after half a century and thanks are 

due to Mr Docton (and his wife) for 

rescuing and preserving these 

unique artefacts.’   

Councillor Jim Grisenthwaite  

How Red Court came to a sticky end!  The Town Mayor and local historian 

Steve Richmond recently spent an interesting morning with the residents of Keerford View.   

Steve described the history of the site, stretching from when it was built by the owners of 

Carnforth Iron Works, to its use as a guest house, and its involvement in a scandal 

concerning black market jam! 

Here is what Steve shared with the Carnforth Express on Red Court’s sticky end! 

Many residents of Carnforth will remember the Working Men’s Club (also known as Red Court), 

that was demolished to make way for Keerford View retirement home and may be interested to 

read something of its history before it became a club. 

Built around 1890 as the family home of Mr Albert Edward and Mrs Margaret Barton and their 

children, Robert, Margaret and Elizabeth, Red Court was one of the largest houses in Carnforth 

and was surrounded by substantial grounds stretching from Lancaster Road right down to the 

railway line.  Albert was the second-generation of the Barton family to own the Carnforth 

Haematite Company, which by 1890 was arguably at its peak, and he was able to fund the 

building of Red Court.  

We can gain a glimpse of life in Red Court via the classified advertisements in various local 

papers through the 1890s, advertising for a wide variety of domestic staff (cook, housekeeper, 

governess, nurse, gardener, groom etc) which gives an impression of a wealthy household.  

However, its fortunes would wane in the coming decades, along with the Ironworks to which it 

was inextricably linked. 

One interesting thing about Margaret Barton is that she was an important member of The 

National Union of Women’s Suffrage Societies and Red Court hosted many meetings of the 

North West branch, of which Margaret Barton was the Vice President.  The NUWSS had a 

newspaper called The Common Cause in which Margaret’s name comes up regularly. 

In 1916 tragedy befell the Bartons when their only son Robert, a pilot in the Royal Flying Corps, 

was shot was shot down and killed in action over the Western Front.  This tragedy plus the 

sharp decline of the Ironworks after the end of WW1 may have led to Red Court being put up 

for auction on 12th October 1921.   

The auction prospectus listed what was for sale: Red Court itself had 6 bedrooms, 3 reception 

rooms, 2 dressing rooms, 1 bathroom, offices and a double garage.  There were also 

outbuildings, a greenhouse, tennis court, croquet lawn, other gardens, orchard and paddock.  

This ended the Barton family’s association with Red Court.  There is an obituary for Margaret in 

the Lancaster Guardian stating that she died on 29th October 1950, and there is a further note 

from 6th April 1951 giving the value of her estate as £1,510 (roughly £75,000 today). 
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Red Court was bought by John and Edith Carruthers and would spend the next 25 or so years 

as a guest house.  Little of note would happen until the Carnforth Jam Scandal of 1942.  

Following the death of John Carruthers in 1934, Edith was running the guest house single 

handedly and the business was struggling.  In January 1942 a Mr Prickard, a regular guest at 

Red Court, struck up a conversation with Edith and suggested that he may be able to help her.  

Mr Prickard (no initials are given in the newspaper report) let it be known that he had 4 tons of 

pre-war “off ration” jam sitting in a storehouse.  Edith promptly ordered 120lbs.  The 

arrangement quickly came unstuck and Edith fell foul of the law.     

At the trial, although Edith was not formally charged with black marketeering, she was forced 

to concede this amount was far beyond any reasonable usage and could not explain why she 

had ordered so much.  The end result of the trial was that Edith was fined £20 (approx. £1,000 

today) and Prickard was fined £40.  

This case only came to light when a bus driver, Francis Hayes, found a letter in his bus that 

discussed delivery of, 

and payment for, the 

jam.  The work of the 

police was made very 

easy, because Edith had 

used the hotel’s own 

headed notepaper to 

write the incriminating 

letter! 

After her brush with the 

law, Edith continued to 

run Red Court before 

selling up in 1948, after 

which, it became a 

working men’s club.    Red Court, Carnforth 

Disappointment as Carnforth bid is derailed 

In early July, Lancaster City Council expressed its disappointment that Carnforth had not 

made the shortlist to become the first home of Great British Railways. 

In 2021 the Department for Transport announced a competition to find the first 

headquarters of Great British Railways – a planned state-owned public body that will oversee 

the country’s rail transport. 

Bids were invited from local authorities for towns within their area.  Following a groundswell 

of support from local people, Carnforth Town Council, community groups and Lancaster 

Civic Vision, the City Council agreed to submit an expression of interest for Carnforth. 

Unfortunately, the bid did not make the final shortlist.  Councillor 

Caroline Jackson, leader of Lancaster City Council, said: “We’re 

obviously very disappointed that our bid has not made it any 

further.  Carnforth would have been an outstanding location for the 

headquarters, due to its rail heritage, connectivity and 

opportunities for levelling up. 

Despite the disappointment we’re proud to have been able to shine 

a light on Carnforth and its potential.  We strongly believe 

Carnforth station has a key role to play in the future of sustainable 

travel in our district and will continue fighting for investment.” 

Councillor Caroline Jackson – Leader of Lancaster City Council  
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Carnforth Swimming Pool floats plans for the future 
David Morris MP recently visited Carnforth Community Swimming Pool to hear about their 

exciting plans for the future and has since sent a letter of support for a proposal to create a 

cafe and community hub. 

Deputy Town Mayor, Councillor Jim Grisenthwaite (far right) - who is also a Trustee of the 

Pool - working alongside other Trustees and Pool staff is in the process of identifying likely 

sources of funding.  In the meantime, they are pressing ahead with the aim of submitting a 

planning application in the next month or two.  

Councillor Grisenthwaite said 'The extension - when built - will provide a fully accessible first 

floor viewing gallery and cafe together with extra changing and storage space at ground floor 

level.  It will be tangible proof of the great strides taken by the Trustees to improve the Pool 

and its facilities since they took over its operation from Lancashire County Council in 2018'. 

Carnforth Town Council has previously supported the Pool through its Community Benefit 

Fund. 

 

David Morris MP, Councillor Jim Grisenthwaite & staff at Carnforth Swimming Pool 

Community Grants Scheme:  Did you know that Carnforth Town Council 

operates a community grants scheme from annual funding received from Aura Wind, Back 

Lane? 

The fund is available to support local organisations and projects that benefit the Carnforth 

community.  The scheme is open to any organisation which will use these funds in ways that 

benefit community groups or residents and protect the interests of our community in the 

future. 

Applications are welcome from local community-based not-for-profit or charitable 

organisations including voluntary groups, societies, clubs (including sports clubs and youth 

clubs), playgroups, and schools (for activities such as educational trips or special events not 

on the normal curriculum) to name a few. 

Each application will be considered on its own merit, however the benefit to the Carnforth 

Town Council area and residents must be commensurate with the expenditure. 

The grant criteria and application form can be downloaded from our website here: 

https://carnforthtowncouncil.org/community-benefit-fund/ 

Completed application forms must be returned to Bob Bailey, Clerk & Proper Officer by 

emailing: clerk@carnforthtowncouncil.org or by sending to:   

Carnforth Town Council. 46 - 48 Market Street Carnforth, LA5 9LB   

Bob Bailey, Proper Officer  

https://carnforthtowncouncil.org/community-benefit-fund/?fbclid=IwAR1J_TLREQPz7hUeciJYIt-JV2wUlIfkllqw9XKvWnrFxCrDmVB9zVuGcoI
mailto:clerk@carnforthtowncouncil.org
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Take Pride in your patch:  The Town 

Council is regularly contacted by residents who are 

concerned about pavement weeds and overgrown 

areas of land that can make our town look untidy 

and unloved. 

The problem has grown (pardon the pun!) in the last 

few years since Lancaster City Council took the 

decision in April 2020 to stop using the weed killer 

glyphosate due to concerns about its potential 

effects on the environment and the health of 

humans and animals.   

As a consequence, responsibility for weed killing on 

the public highway was passed back to Lancashire County Council. 

Although the County Council continues to use glyphosate in a controlled way and to strict 

guidelines, it does not advocate its use by the general public on pavements or roads. 

The coronavirus pandemic 

also had an impact and 

both principal councils 

asked for patience whilst 

changes were made to 

their grounds maintenance 

operations.  During that 

period, several community 

weeding sessions have 

been carried out to tidy up 

our streets, including one 

organised recently by 

Carnforth Rotary Club.   

These are a great way of bringing people together and helping our environment at the same 

time.  Lancaster City Council supports these events through the provision of bags and 

equipment and collection of the waste.  

We can all contribute in this battle with the weeds 

just by spending a few minutes pulling up a few 

where you live.  But Carnforth Town Council 

recognises that something more fundamental needs 

to happen and that is why we are launching our 

‘Take Pride in Your Patch’ campaign.  You can help 

us by highlighting where the main ‘grot-spots’ are so 

that resources from Town, City and County can be 

effectively targeted and monitored.   

Please email Leah admin@carnforthtowncouncil.org 

providing photographs of the location or contact us 

about a community clean-up and we will help you to 

organise one.  If you have skills that you can put to 

good use – just as the Town Mayor did with the 

benches at the War Memorial Gardens – let us know 

about that to, so that we can all show our collective 

‘pride’ in our town.  Bob Bailey, Proper Officer 

mailto:admin@carnforthtowncouncil.org
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Things get solved if you get involved:  Volunteering is very rewarding.  It's a 

very satisfying experience and can contribute towards building self-esteem and self-worth.  It 

is also valued by employers and education/training organisations, and is an opportunity to 

make new friends and meet new people too. 

Carnforth gets invaluable help from our volunteers in many ways and they play a vital role in 

our community, whether it be:  litter picks; weed clearance; protecting and enhancing our 

local parks, woodlands, play areas and green spaces or helping with organised events.   

Carnforth Wombles:  Many congratulations to Carnforth Wombles who, from hundreds of 

entries, are in the final four of BBC Radio Lancashire's Environmental Make a Difference 

award.  An interview with the Radio’s Graham Liver will be aired on 30th August with the 

formal ceremony on 10th September at Lancaster Town Hall.   

The nomination is richly deserved, and the town is proud of you all.  We wish you good luck 

in the final, but you are already winners to us.  

Bay Volunteers:  Bay volunteers is a community-based 

service that offers support for the needs of people and 

communities in the Lancaster District.  If someone needs 

support, they or a friend/relative, can send in tasks that 

need fulfilling, whether that be to do shopping; pick up 

prescriptions; a listening call; a walk or digital support.  

Tasks can be one-off or recurring.  As a Bay volunteer you can pick which tasks you would 

like to do and earn Tempo Time Credits for completing a task which can be used for things 

like a free swim, a free haircut or a free entry to a museum!   

Scan the QR code to sign up now!   

Did you know that Carnforth Town Council is a ‘Trusted 

Provider’ for Bay Volunteers?   

Contact Leah at:  admin@carnforthtowncouncil.org and she 

will set up a task for you.   

 

 

1st Carnforth Scouts:  As a Scout leader you can put your skills to good use or learn new 

ones.  With full support and training you can volunteer on flexible basis – give young people 

the skills to succeed in life and discover how being part of a Scouting family can be as 

rewarding for you as it is for them.  1st Carnforth Scouts are especially looking for squirrel, 

cub and Scout leaders.  If you can help, please call:  07894702634 or email: 

Rebecca.parker@lonsdalescouts.org.uk   Bob Bailey, Proper Officer 

mailto:admin@carnforthtowncouncil.org
mailto:Rebecca.parker@lonsdalescouts.org.uk
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Town Mayor has been getting about a bit (…well a lot actually!)  
Town Mayor, Councillor Chris Smith and Councillor Elizabeth 

Jones had a wonderful evening at Carnforth Cricket Club's 

'All Stars' coaching session attended by over 60 children 

supported by parents and coaching staff. 

ArtyBird Carnforth welcomed the Town Mayor to their third 

'ArtyFest' – the first face-to face event – celebrating the work 

produced by their students in the last twelve months.  

Carnforth Town Council 

recently provided community 

benefit funds to Carnforth 

Kiddiwinks to create an 

attractive and fit for purpose 

room at Carnforth Community 

School for some of our 

youngest residents, and the 

Town Mayor went along to have 

a look at what a difference the funding had made. 

On Saturday 16th July, the Town Mayor attended the 

Community Health and Fun Day organised by Carnforth 

Integrated Care Community and Carnforth Rotary, where he 

made his own drink on the smoothie bike!  On the same day 

he presented prizes at the British Isles Rose Society Rose 

Show at the County Hotel.   

He also joined the Proper Officer on the ‘Chatty Bench’ in 

the War Memorial Gardens to chat about anything at all.  

Meanwhile, Deputy Town Mayor, Councillor Jim 

Grisenthwaite was delighted to open the Carnforth Carnival. 

Bob Bailey, Proper Officer 
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Armed Forces Day:  Many residents joined 

Councillors, representatives from the Salvation 

Army and local churches, Councillors and the Town 

Crier on Armed Forces Day at the War Memorial 

Gardens – all taking the opportunity to show their 

support for the men and women who make up the 

Armed Forces community: from currently serving 

troops to Service families, veterans and cadets.   

The Service included a Town Cri, hymns and Bible 

readings, laying of a wreath by the Town Mayor, 

the Last Post and lowering of the Union Jack and 

Armed Forces flags.  Councillor Major Malcolm 

Watkins shared poignant and thought provoking 

reflections on our moral obligation to members of 

the armed forces and their families. 

Calendar of Town Events & other 

‘special days’ 
The Town Council has created a calendar of events 

and ‘special days’ being held in Carnforth and the 

surrounding area in 2022 / 2023. 

The programme of events is available on our website 

here:  https://carnforthtowncouncil.org/town-events-

and-other-special-days/  

If you are holding a community event in the town, 

please email Leah Longhorn:  

admin@carnforthtowncouncil.org and she will happily 

add it to the programme. 

 

Public Rights of Way:  The Town Council 

has just begun the task of reviewing the state of 

public rights of way within the Carnforth boundary.   

Following our first inspection we contacted 

Lancashire County Council with suggestions for 

improvement and they have offered to provide four 

Wayleave markers; two Kissing Stiles and a three-way 

finger post.  There will be no additional cost, provided we arrange to get them installed.  

Terry Allum, our Outdoor Maintenance Officer will lead on this but volunteers to help will be 

most welcome - email: admin@carnforthtowncouncil.org  Bob Bailey, Proper Officer 

https://carnforthtowncouncil.org/town-events-and-other-special-days/
https://carnforthtowncouncil.org/town-events-and-other-special-days/
mailto:admin@carnforthtowncouncil.org
mailto:admin@carnforthtowncouncil.org

